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KT-EQUAL is a partnership which draws on expertise from 
many different institutions across the UK, but especially three 
main research consortia.

The i~design 3 consortium aims to address population ageing by researching the maintenance of a healthy population that is able and willing to work longer before retirement and 
can remain independent for as long as possible afterwards.

The I’DGO (Inclusive Design for Getting Outdoors) consortium aims to identify effective ways of ensuring that the outdoor environment 
is designed inclusively, to improve older people’s 
quality of life.

The mission of the SMART consortium is to be the first point of reference for researchers, policymakers and service users who are interested in the benefits that new technologies 
might deliver in the areas of rehabilitation, enablement 
and self-management.



©
 2010 K

T-E
Q

U
A

L

KT-EQUAL is a consortium of UK 

researchers dedicated to extending 

quality life for older and disabled people.

We work to ensure that years of 

investment in high-quality research 

translate into real benefits that have an 

impact on people’s lives.



What we do
We set out to show how ageing and disability research can make a 
difference to people’s lives.

�� We bring together researchers, policymakers and service 
users to focus on the issues that are important to older and 
disabled people.

�� We influence regulations and good practice across a range of 
industries — including inclusive product design, rehabilitation, 
and the built environment.

�� We gather and share knowledge and expertise about people’s 
health and wellbeing, independent living, self-management 
and quality of life.

�� We seek out the views and involvement of older and disabled 
people and their advocates.

Working together to improve lives
We know that the challenges we face transcend traditional scientific 
boundaries. We also recognise that older and disabled people 
and their carers have knowledge and expertise which is crucial to 
developing solutions that improve quality of life.

That’s why we bring together researchers from many different 
disciplines to exchange ideas and share good practice. We also 
have close links with the organisations and agencies that work with 
older and disabled people, building on the rapport that the EPSRC’s 
EQUAL and SPARC programmes have already developed across 
many different communities and interest groups.

Keeping up to date 
We are proud of our large and expanding community of stakeholders, 
researchers and supporters.

You can join the community by visiting www.equal.ac.uk and 
registering your interest. We’ll then keep you updated by e-mail about 
future news and events. If you’re an existing member of KT-EQUAL or 
its predecessor, SPARC, then you don’t need to re-register.

KT-EQUAL includes three EQUAL research consortia 
funded by the Engineering and Physical Sciences 
Research Council:

extending active living through more effective 
inclusive design

www-edc.eng.cam.ac.uk/idesign3

inclusive design of the outdoor environment to 
promote older people’s quality of life

www.idgo.ac.uk

constructing, developing and evaluating 
technologies for rehabilitation, enablement and 
self-management

www.thesmartconsortium.org


