Victoria: St John's Passion

Notes for Betsy

1 Yes, itreally is 41 pages. Sorry.

2 It's a dramatised setting of the passion, i.e. the story of Christ’s death. So there are three
different named parts:

Chronista, the narrator, is by far the biggest part. It should definitely be a group of
singers in unison, not a solo. Traditionally it ought to be all the boys, but since
most of the solo parts are for boys too, that would get pretty boring for the girls.
So maybe it should be all the girls instead. Or it could alternate between the two,
or it could be everyone who doesn’t have a solo part (I think that will be three
people). I don’t think it would work to mix octaves.

Christus is always a bass - I don’t mind who. Not as huge a part as you might
imagine, since Christ spends most of the story refusing to answer questions.

Turba represents the random crowds, angry mobs and groups of high priests, and
it'’s sung by everyone together. Victoria has written 4-part harmony for all the
Turba parts, so we’ll definitely use these, not the plainsong alternatives (it would
probably be helpful to go through and cross those out).

3 Then there’s also a fourth part which is always written as ‘Synagogus’, but actually
represents various different people at different times:

a guard (female)

Simon Peter the disciple (a tenor)

a random policeman or woman (gender unspecified)
a slave (gender unspecified)

Pilate (a tenor, and a big part)

I don’t much mind who does which of these parts, as long as it’s one singer per part, and
ideally a different one for each. I don’t mind taking either Simon Peter or Pilate. Total
number of solo parts is 6, not including Chronista.

4 Apart from the bits of harmony for Turba, most of the music is on plainsong tones.

5 The music itself is very easy. The two big challenges are going to be:

Keeping it flowing along at a decent rate, in speech rhythm, so it doesn’t take
forever.

Keeping concentration throughout so we don’t stumble over words or notes, or
make stupid mistakes.
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